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EXD I S

SUBJ: GOU/USG RELATION S

REF:	 KAMPALA 770, 772, 778, AND 77 9

IN MANNER YOU DEEM APPROPRIATE REQUEST YOU DISCUSS WIT H
GENERAL AMIN OUR VIEWS HIS SEVERAL PROPOSAL S
AS FOLLOWS :

1. SEVERAL REQUESTS REPORTED KAMPALA REFTELS FRO M
GENERAL AMIN PUT USG AT THIS TIME IN DIFFICULT POSITIO N.
WE DESIRE TO BE RESPONSIVE TO OVERTURES OF FRIENDSHI P.
AT SAME TIME WE AVOID DIRECT INVOLVEMENT IN PRIMARIL Y
AFRICAN ISSUES AND IN ACTIONS CONCERNING SECURITY O F
AFRICAN STATES. WE HAVE SOUGHT TO AVOID INVOLVEMEN T
IN SECESSION PROBLEMS (NIGERIAN CIVIL WAR AND SOUTHER N
SUDAN) WHICH PLAGUE AFRICAN STATES AND WE HAVE RESPECTE D
AFRICANS' OPPOSITION TO ANY POSSIBLE BREAK UP OF A
FELLOW AFRICAN NATION . MOREOVER WE ARE  RESTRAINE D
BY OUR OWN LAWS AND OUR LIMITED RESOURCES FROM INAUGURATION OF NEW MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS OR EVEN, SINCE CONGRESSIONAL AMENDMENT LAST YEAR, FROM OFFERING MILITARY TRAINING IN U .S.



2. GIVEN THE UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES OF OUR POLICY, W E
CAN NOT RPT NOT GIVE ANY ENCOURAGEMENT TO GENERA L
AMIN THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO SATISFY HIS WISHES FO R
U .S . MILITARY EQUIPMENT UNDER MAP OR FMS .(SEPTEL
FOLLOWS . )

3. HOWEVER, WE RECOGNIZE HIS NEEDS AND WE APP
RECIATE THE PROPOSED ORIENTATION OF HIS NEW GOVERNMENT .

WE ARE PREPARED, THEREFORE, IF GENERAL AMIN UNDERSTANDS OU R
VERY REAL LIMITATIONS TO INITIATE REQUESTED LIAISON AN D
TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN INTERNAL SECURITY FIEL D
AS WILL BE EXPLAINED MORE FULLY IN SEPTEL . FURTHER, W E
PREPARED TO APPROVE COMMERCIAL PURCHASE BY GOU OF TYPES O F
DUAL-PURPOSE MILITARY EQUIPMENT EXPLAINED IN ADDITIONA L
SEPTEL .

4. IN LIGHT SITUATION PARA 2 WE WOULD BE THOROUGHL Y
UNDERSTANDING IF AMIN FELT IT IMPRUDENT TO MOV E
AGAINST SOVIET ADVISORS AT THIS TIME OR TO CU T
HIMSEL F OFF FROM ACCESS TO SPARES FOR SOVIET ORIGI N
MILITARY ITEMS .

	

AMIN IN BETTER POSITION TO JUDG E
THAN WE BUT WE SUGGEST THAT IF SOVIETS HAVE NO T
CLEARLY DETERMINED THEIR POSITION TOWARDS HIS REGIM E
THERE MAY BE MERIT IN AVOIDING ACTION WHICH WOUL D
LEAD SOVIETS TO ENCOURAGE THOSE IN KHARTOUM OR DA R
WHO MIGHT BE ATTRACTED BY EXTREME MOVES AGAINS T HI S
REGIME .

5. APPARENT THAT WHAT NEW UGANDAN GOVERNMENT DOE S
IS OW N BUSINESS, BUT WOULD SUGGEST THAT AMIN REGIM E
ACCEPTANCE BY MODERATE AFRICAN STATES LIKELY B E
CONSIDERABLY MORE DIFFICULT IF IT INITIATES ACTIONS AGAINS T
ITS NEIGHBORS .

6. FINALLY, WE HAVE STRONGEST RESERVATIONS TOWAR D
ANY EFFORT INVOLVE SOUTHERN AFRICAN REGIMES IN DISPUTE S
BETWEEN BLACK AFRICAN STATES . WE CANNOT SEE THIS A S
BEING HELPFUL EITHER TO AFRICAN STATES INVOLVED O R
TO LONGER RANGE EFFORTS REDUCE PROSPECTS VIOLEN T
CONFRONTATION BETWEEN BLACK AND WHITE-DOMINATE D
AFRICA . ROGERS
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